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an Francisco, California 22 August 2009: "The coldest winter | ever spent wagsum®an Francisco" -
attributed (incorrectly!) to Mark Twain.

Fog, Wind, Waves andCurrent

The tops of the Golden Gate Bridge were lost in cloud and a cold, damp wind whistled over Fovitizak
the stalwart Wavechaser volunteers had set up for the 2009 US Surfski Championships.



Classic San Francisco conditions: a brisk 20kt wind blowing in from the sea andastatet current to
challenge the paddlers on the outbound leg. The paddlers' lines would be critibabn e way out and
when riding the wind swells down the long downwind leg to the finish at Berkeleyplari

Short Course

The short course was sent off first on a 7.25mi/11.6km lap into San Francisco Bay. Maek Wenjt
followed by Peter Marcus, Jeff Schwing, Dan Coupland, Ben Sarrezan and theifirah home, Eva
Mauck.

Main Event - the Start

At over 100 competitors, this was the biggest (and most competitive) field ekerld$tChamps. Two
escort boats formed the start line, engines motoring slowly as they meghtair positions in the current.

"We had a clean start,” said race favourite Dawid Mocke. Mocke headedtpat&asnpanied by Aussies
Jeremy Cotter and Caine Eckstein and fellow Capetonian (and youngest paddéecamrse) Sean "The
Prawn" Rice.

The stream of skis shot under the north end of the Golden Gate Bridge, alnyfusigsitra rocks as the
paddlers tried to stay out of the flood current.

And they're away! The start of the 2009 US Sur@kamps (Pic: Eric Nguyen)



The lead group edges past the north end of theg@dihte bridge (Pic: Eric Nguyen)




The raging current shows clearly in this view, ak®m the bridge (Pic: Lesley Brown)

Wide Line
"Tony Schumaker is staying out in the current, this is bizarre!" said our leadrspoént Reitz.

Conventional wisdom has it that in order to avoid the current, you have to go at least sante eagh of
the bays on the way out to Pt Bonnita - but Schumaker was flouting this rule, and seemeattingoavgay
with it. Some 300m out in the stream, he was keeping up with the lead group.



The leaders pass Pt. Diablo (Pic: Eric Nguyen)

Homework pays off

After the race, Sean Rice revealed that he and Schumaker had not only tripped thaumlieraof times,

but had also visited thean Francisco Bay Modalfew days before the race. They'd told the tour guide
about the race, and she'd obligingly simulated the race day conditions -inggetimgo the model to show
the exact currents. Rice and Schumakewthat it wasn't necessary to take the longer conventional route
into the bays. "But | had such a sweet slip on the lead group that | decided tatstitiem anyway,"



laughed an elated Rice after the race.

A little further back, the venerable Dean Gardiner was battling. "My for@aiew up on the way out,” he
said. "But that actually paid off after the turn because | was fresh and cohld aust harder.”

Pt. Bonnita

By the time they reached the turning buoy off Pt. Bonnita, Mocke and Cotter had droppedE Cestein
(who'd left his boat and bib numbers in his hotel room and the race spotters baffled)raRic8ed urning
downwind, they started back towards the bridge.

"Jeremy put in an interval and got ahead of me," said Mocke. "l knew that the fifr@ntegngel Island
would be critical so | decided not to chase but to conserve energy. Turns out | coadéthetbo much!"

Dean Gardiner -evergreen

Gardiner said his painful forearms turned out to be a blessing in disguise. "On the Wwap®watching
the guys in front," he said, "so | could see - and avoid - their mistakes."

Dean Gardiner - forearms seizing up as he batfiaéna (Pic: Eric Nguyen)

With the wind behind him, his arms "freed up a bit" and he took off to make up the places trathield |
took a line to the right of the leaders, further out into the stream.

"It seemed obvious to go out into the middle," he said.



"There were some weird little anomalies out there though,"he added, gmatgrinandout.
"Caine was alongside me," he added, "so | had someone to race.

"It was a great race. Really interesting, lots of stuff going on. Therwss at the end shows how
competitive it was. Without swell underneath the wind waves, all the good paddlersatching their runs
so you really had to concentrate - you couldn't afford to miss one."”

Having rounded the Bonnita Pt. Buoy in about 8th place,Gardiner ended up third overall.
Sean Rice

"Oh man, what a race! It's the first time in a long time that things havg weaked out - | just had a smile
on my face the whole way. | was having so much fun on the runs that | had to keemtedleifto focus on
the race!"

An elated Sean Rice heads downwind towards thsHfi(iic: Eric Nguyen)

The twenty year old from Cape Town, South Africa was on a high after his ex@Xh place.
"l got beaten by five other guys, but they were the better paddlers,” he said.

"Tony [Schumaker] and | had done our homework and had a great line - but Deano had an evereetter
he grinned.

Pt Bonnita Rocks

The homework included scouting the rocks at Pt.Bonnita. "I went straight throughjdhé&sd gained



about 150m on the leaders.

"l was careful,” he added. "l watched the rocks for about 3min before comnaitithpwouldn't have done it
if we hadn't practised it."

Greg Barton heads downwind (Pic: Eric Nguyen)

Murray Stewart

Aussie (and ex-South African) Murray Stewart pipped Rice for 5th place. He tdwappg with his
result. "It's not exactly 200m sprints," he grinned. (He's just come back ftagurikt world championshig
in Nova Scotia.)

"It was torturous going out, but great coming back,” he added. Stewart stasféks training now for the
Hong Kong and Dubai races at the end of the year, before switching back to Kpad8kng is great cross-
training,” he said. Stewart is on the Australian Olympic team preparingegdrandon Games.

And in the end...

Mocke had left himself too much work to do to catch Cotter on the final stretch of downwind frgeh A
Island to the finish. "Jeremy had a fantastic race," he said, "defid#skrves the win. | messed it up a little
bit, but hey, that's racing!"



Cotter was well pleased with the result - especially after his thsasiour to Spain where a 24 hour stomach
bug knocked him out of contention.

"Going out in the current was horrible," he said. "You had to watch the current constamthyng back was
great though!"

He confirmed that he'd put the hammer down after passing under the bridge on the wa¥tmankAngel
Island, it was great," he said. "It's nice finally to win one of these things!"

Dawid Mocke battles to catch Jeremy Cotter on it &tretch to the finish (Pic: Lesley Brown)



Jeremy Cotter - 2009 US Surfski Champion (Pic: ég&rown)

Dawid Mocke paddles to second place (Pic: Eric Mgy



Results - US Surfski Championships 2009
Rank| Bib# | _Name | [ Time | BoatMake |

1 2 Jeremy Cotter 01:53:23 = Fenn Elite

2 1 Dawid Mocke 01:54:01 = Fenn Elite

3 5 Dean Gardiner 01:54:42  Fenn Elite

4 4 Caine Eckstein 01:55:00 = Fenn Elite

5 3 Murray Stewart 01:56:08 = Fenn Elite

6 9 Sean Rice 01:56:19  Think Uno

7 6 Barry Lewin 01:57:13 = Synergy

8 17 Tony Shumaker 01:57:55  Think Uno

9 27 Michael Locke 01:59:32  Fenn Elite
0 7 Reece Baker 02:01:04 = Fenn Elite
11 38 lan Timbrell 02:04:47 = Fenn Elite
12 12 Adam McKane 02:05:21 = Fenn Elite
13 21 Noah Hawke 02:05:44  Fenn Elite
14 8 Greg Barton 02:05:47  Epic V12

15 13 Patrick Hemmens 02:06:03 = Fenn Elite
16 14 Carter Johnson 02:06:46 = Huki Special
17 41 Darren Lee 02:07:26 = Huki Special
18 = 99 Philippe Baccora 02:08:21  Huki Special
19 10 Rami Zur 02:08:44  Fenn Elite
20 | 16 Gareth Tudor-Jones = 02:09:00 Epic V10

21 20 Mark Sandvold 02:09:07  Epic V12

22 | 42 Naomi Flood 02:09:36 = Fenn Mako 6
23 | 18 Donald Kiesling 02:09:58  Epic

24 | 31 Stewart O'Regan 02:12:01 = Think Uno

25 33 Robin Graham 02:12:17 @ Fenn Mako 6
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Sean
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Tony
Mike
Jeff
Richard
Cliff
Barry
Brian
Tommy
Corry
Bernadette
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Mike
Kenny
Joe
David
Jerry
Daryl
Paul
Tyler
Bob
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David
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MacKenzie
Borgnes
Maxwell
Calderon
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Smoke
Sprout
Meidl
Borm
Kummer
Yonley
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Arthur
McNulty
Howell
Glickman
Jacobson
Merayo
Remmler
Martin
Morgan
Putnam

Tanner

02:14:03

02:14:23
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02:15:01
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02:15:36
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Fenn Mako 6
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Huki Special
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Huki Special
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Huki Special
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Ed
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Summary - Women

PODE

wild

Hope
Lourens
Dustin
Armstrong
Petereit
Van Buuren
Visser
Stewart
Hoffman
Kerr

Burns
Fazekas
DelGaudia
Gregory
Howell
Jacob

McNett

Naomi Flood 2:09:36
Bernadette Wallace 2:17:38
Jo Bridgen Jones 2:23:53
DeAnne Hemmens 2:28:11

02:47:26

02:48:59

02:50:22

02:50:33

02:50:43

02:54:28
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02:56:50

02:57:35

02:57:45

02:58:12
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Fenn XT

Huki

Epic V10
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